
 
Utility Advisory Committee Regular Meeting 

Thursday, December 19, 2024, 5:30 PM  
Council Conference Room, City Hall 

280 Madison Ave N 
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110  

 

 
Utility Advisory Committee meetings are wheelchair accessible. If you require additional ADA 
accommodations, please contact the Public Works department at 206-842-2016 or 
cityadmin@bainbridgewa.gov by noon on the day preceding the meeting. 
 

 
 

 
The Utility Advisory Committee will hold this meeting in person, in the City Hall Council Conference Room. 

Attendance may be in person or the meeting is also accessible via the Zoom meeting platform.   
 

Remote meeting on Zoom 
Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://bainbridgewa.zoom.us/j/85322271874 

or Telephone: 1 253 205 0468 
Webinar ID: 853 2227 1874 

 
 

Agenda  
 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call – 5:30 PM 
 

2. Approval of Agenda/Conflict of Interest Disclosure  
 
3. Council Liaison Report  

 
4. Regular Business  

 
a) Approval of minutes from November 26, 2024 

 
b) Continued discussion of 2024-25 Utility Rate Study – 50 min 

 
a. Follow-up discussion from 11/26 
b. Water and sewer system participation fees 
c. Storm and Surface Water Management rates 
d. Rate equity evaluation 

 
c) UAC 2025 Work Plan (20 min) 

 
d) UAC data ask of Puget Sound Energy (10 min) 

 
e) Public Works Update – 10 min 

 
5. Public Comment 
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In person public comment is accepted at this time on any topic of public interest. Each commenter 
will have three minutes, or such amount as the meeting chair determines, to speak. Public 
comment is not taken on individual agenda items during the meeting. Public comment is simply 
received by the Utility Advisory Committee, with no response, and the Utility Advisory Committee 
cannot deliberate on items that are not on the agenda. The lack of comment is not an endorsement 
or a denial of the comment.  
 
Please refer to guidelines and instructions for public comment, including orderly behavior and 
civility in remarks, attached below. Remote public comment is allowed with advance notice by 4:00 
p.m. on the business day before the meeting to cityadmin@bainbridgewa.gov, provided that all 
remote commenters shall be required to display their true name and to keep their camera turned 
on to show their true uncovered face while delivering their comments. 
Link to Instructions for Public Comment 
 
6. Good of the Order 

 
7. Adjourn 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



D R A F T 

Date: 19 December November 2024 

From: Bainbridge Island Utility Advisory Committee 

To: City of Bainbridge Island Council and City Manager 

RE:  Requesting Localized Reliability Information from Puget Sound Energy in Support of 
Potential Electric Wire Undergrounding  

We ask that the City request the following specific information well in advance of the next 
annual PSE meeting to help in deciding the next steps in the planning for electrical wire 
undergrounding on the island: 

1. For all of the electric distribution system’s major branches in the City, what are 
the annual statistics on frequency and duration of interruptions? A five year look 
back is desired. 

2. Identify which one or two branches or neighborhoods have had the most 
frequent outages and the longest duration outages.  

3. What is a budgetary planning estimate for undergrounding the worst 
segment(s)?  Detail the City’s share under the UTC tariƯ structure.  

4. What is the planning, engineering, and construction timeline needed? 

Further, we ask that the City provide PSE’s response to the UAC.  

Discussion: 

From the new Franchise Agreement:   

17. Undergrounding of Facilities. 

 17.1 PSE acknowledges that the City desires to promote a policy of undergrounding of 
Facilities within the Franchise Area. The City acknowledges that PSE provides 
electrical service on a non-preferential basis subject to and in accordance with 
TariƯs on file with the WUTC (or such other regulatory agency having jurisdiction). 
Subject to and in accordance with such TariƯs, PSE will cooperate and may 
participate with the City in the formulation of policy and development regulations 
concerning undergrounding of PSE’s Facilities within the Franchise Area. 

 17.2 The City may by written notice to PSE request PSE to underground its existing 
distribution Facilities (of 15,000 volts or less) within the Franchise Area. Any such 
conversion of PSE’s existing Facilities shall be accomplished subject to and in 
accordance with PSE’s TariƯ. 

The MOU also states PSE will provide System Average Interruption Duration Index (SAIDI) 
and System Average Interruption Frequency Index (SAIFI) statistics annually. These system-
wide annual averages are too general to support project planning.  We believe the City has 
a compelling need to ask for neighborhood-specific data and that PSE can readily obtain 
such data. Further such data will enable the City to better gage current reliability and 
evaluate PSE’s suite of reliability improvement projects.  
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