CITY OF

RACE EQUITY TASK FORCE
REGULAR MEETING
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2019

BAINBRIDGE ISLAND

MINUTES

1. CALLTO ORDER / ROLL CALL / ACCEPT OR MODIFY AGENDA / ACCEPT OR MODIFY MINUTES / CONFLICT OF
INTEREST DISCLOSURE - 6:30 PM

a.
b.

Motion to approve the agenda approved
Motion to approve the minutes approved

MEMBERS: JAMES FRIDAY, SUSAN WILMOT, KIAN ASHABI, BRENDA FANTROY-JOHNSON, JANNA CHAN,
SAVANNA ROVELSTAD, PEGGI ERICKSON

COUNCILMEMBER LIAISONS: JOE DEETS, RASHAM NASSAR

2. PUBLIC COMMENTS

a.

Derek Villanueva: Founder of Bainbridge Pride. Interested in doing more POC events and partnering
with RETF. Planning events for 2020 including the June Pride festival. Flying in speakers (memoir
authors, parents, etc.). Hoping to bring in tools and resources on a local level so people don’t need to
leave the island to access support.

Ann Lovejoy: From the Senior Center. Looking to be more inclusive in their programming. Asked by
Bainbridge Youth Services to organize programming for them.

Charlotte Rovelstad: There was a council woman who used horrific language when the Task Force
asked for funding and used the guise of “process” as the reason she was opposed. Just last week, the
same woman asked for $30k for Squeaky Wheel funding to improve a bike section and it “had to be
done now” because of the time of year. This was confusing because when the RETF asked for $400
she refused due to “process.” Now, she asks for $30k with one week to think on it. There are so many
examples of preferential treatment given to different issues.

Maggie Greenway: We have lived here for 80 years. People come here from cities that they don’t like
and try to make Bl like those cities. Everyone got along back then. It used to be so charming. Now my
husband can’t stand this island.

3. 11/26 CITY COUNCIL MEETING DEBRIEF

d.

Review list of recommended community members to attend 2020 workshops
i. Clarifying Question: Who can participate? Do they need to live here?
ii. Peggi: | think there’s a danger that not enough city employees will participate if we have an
overwhelming number of community members interested.

4. 12/10 PROPOSAL TO EXTEND RETF FOR ANOTHER YEAR

a.

b.

Feedback on draft scope of work
i. Council Member Nassar: Morgan was relieved to hear that the Task Force and the
community would be involved with the workshops and GARE.
ii. Motion to approve the scope of work approved
Feedback on draft outreach plan
i. Sue: Is the “Democracy” Academy (the goal of getting more people involved with the
government) still happening? Is this something we can include in our Outreach Plan?
1. Council Member Nassar: This is practiced in other cities and well received. Fear is one
of the primary reasons people stay in the background. On the flipside, the council
wants more people involved in government.
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ii. Council Member Deets: | will talk to Morgan about this at our meeting this week.
iii. Motion to approve the outreach plan approved
c. Community outreach for 12/10 meeting?
i. Council Member Nassar: Be aware that the council will likely pick apart your budget proposal.

Why should the city spend public dollars on this? Work answers to this into your comments.

ii. Sue: At this time in our country, we need to stand up and invest funds into this important
work.

iii. Peggi: | think this is about the city building relationships with people of color on the island.
We need to get out there and be the face of the city and build relationships with POC and we
do this with outreach efforts.

5. UPDATES FROM 11/7 MEETING “NEXT STEPS”
a. Signage: Brenda to send final copy to Council Members Deets and Nassar
i. Brenda: | sent the final copy. What are next steps? Can | check in with anyone?
ii. Council Member Deets: You have done your part and now the city will look into it. It's on
their work plan.
iii. James: | would like a ceremony for when the sign goes up.
b. Events: Peggi and Brenda will lead planning for MLK event on behalf of RETF.
i. Peggi: We put the request for $1500 in the outreach plan budget as honorariums for guest
speakers and performers. The event will not have enough space for booths, but the RETF can
hand out materials. The event is Sunday, January 19.

6. JANUARY 2 MEETING
a. Should we have this meeting? Yes, but move to the following week
i. Meeting moving to January 9
b. Agenda items:
i. Debrief 12/10 council meeting
ii. MLK Day event update
iii. Follow-up on Democracy School status
iv. Any updates on Workshops
v. Electing new officers
vi. GARE Workshops — discuss list of community member nominations
c. Action Items:
i. Janna: Reach out to Roz to see if the conference room is available on January 9

7. COMMENTS FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER
a. James: I'm very proud of the Task Force. We have done a lot in a short amount of time. I'm surprised
that it was unanimous. We need to keep this momentum going.
i. lalso want to bring up that the city council will vote for a new mayor on January 7, 2020.
ii. Council Member Nassar: The city’s policy currently allows for a 2-year term. Kol Medina is
concluding his two-year term. Citizens can comment on this agenda item like any other
agenda item. Committee members can comment as citizens.
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. Peggi: | will volunteer to manage the email list.

c. Andy Rovelstad: 62% of people who work for the city do not live on the Island. This should not be a
limitation to participating in the workshops.

d. Kian asked Karen Vargas to give a brief talk of her research on Native American removal and the
history of African Americans on the island.

e. Karen: Native American removals began in the late 1800s. Blacks on the island during and after WWII.
The Japanese American removal. White supremacy in the 1990s that was fought by community
coming together. A Malicious Harassment Task Force was formed but disbanded. Police records and
documentation are nonexistent. Historical Record is needed for our work. Racism ebbs and flows.

f. Brenda: We need to keep our own records of what is happening now. One of us needs to be the
historian for the task force.

8. ADOURNMENT-8:08 pm
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