








 

 

August 6, 2019 

 

TO:    Heather Wright, Interim Director of Planning 

FROM: Design Review Board 

RE:  “Courtesy” presentation by McDonald’s Reps to DRB 08/05/19 

 

On August 5, 2019, McDonald’s architect and corporate representative presented their 

plans for remodeling the existing McDonalds at High School road and Hwy 305 to the 

DRB.  While we were glad to be informed of the proposed changes to the McDonalds 

façade and site plan and to offer comments and concerns regarding signage, lighting 

and landscaping, it was unclear what our role really was in this situation. The applicant 

was receptive, however, to our comments.  The applicant stated that no changes to the 

existing landscape or trees is anticipated.  Ellen Fairleigh indicated that the lighting and 

signage were still being reviewed by Aaron Poole for conformance to BIMC.  Given the 

importance of lighting and signage to overall design, DRB will be requesting that 

lighting and signage be included in the new proposed Design Guidelines, which we shall 

do via memo to the Planning Commission in the next few weeks.  In the meantime, 

DRB does have concerns about the project as described regarding lighting and signage 

and would like to follow up with the planning staff if possible.   

 

Secondly, we share the concerns regarding community sentiment, as expressed by 

Charles Schmid, who attended this meeting and was familiar with the controversial 

history of McDonalds on the island almost thirty years ago.  It was, after all, the 

appearance of McDonalds along with Safeway and associated “shopping center” 

businesses years ago that launched the community’s action toward incorporation.   

 

Another question pertains to threshold of change to a commercial property that triggers 

DRB review: how much change and how is change measured with regard to commercial 

exterior remodeling and rehabilitation projects?  What is the policy or law directing 

administrative action as opposed to DRB and perhaps CP review?  We ask these 

questions simply looking for clarification for future projects.  Implicitly, DRB is ready 

and willing to offer review and help on these projects. 

 

 We would like to invite you and/or David Greetham to attend our next meeting on 

August 19 to address these issues and questions.  We would be most grateful. Thank 

you for your support the DRB. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Joseph C. Dunstan 



 

 

Chair, Design Review Board 



Bainbridge Historical Museum Narrative 
 
 
 
Proposed project is an expansion of the existing museum at it’s current location on Erickson 
Avenue.  The expansion includes archival space, additional administrative space, gallery space 
and the return of the historical school house to a flexible meeting space rather than exhibit 
space. 
 
The design creates three gabled building elements, each under 2,500sf linked by a flat roofed, 
glass element, that is intended to be a quiet link between these more dominant visual 
elements. 
 
The existing basement under a portion of the building will be expanded under a portion of the 
new construction. 
 
The museum will continue to be served by the parking adjacent to the building as well as the 
larger adjacent municipal lot.  Three existing spaces are removed to allow for the overall 
expansion. 
 
 
Cutler Anderson Architects   8.9.2019 
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SCALE: 1/16" =    1'-0"

1Floor Plan

2Gallery Perspective
SCALE: 1/16" =    1'-0"

3North Elevation
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4View from Ericksen

SCALE: 1/16" =    1'-0"

1West Elevation

5View from Ericksen

SCALE: 1/16" =    1'-0"

2West Elevation
SCALE: 1/16" =    1'-0"

3East Elevation
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