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Proposed Design Review Board Meeting Timelines 

 

Conceptual Proposal Review Meeting (30 mins) 
10 mins – DRB introduce/review the design guidelines, comprehensive plan goals and policies 
applicable to the site. 

10 mins – Applicant presents project concept 

10 mins – Questions/Feedback/Public Comment 

 

Design Guidance Review Meeting (60 mins)  
 5 mins – Planner intro 

 15 mins – Applicant presentation 

 30 mins – Review design guideline checklists & complete facts/findings 

 10 mins – Questions/Public Comment 

 

DRB Review & Recommendation Meeting (60 mins) 
 5 mins – Planner Intro 

 15 mins – Applicant presentation 

25 mins – DRB review design guidelines checklist, compliance to recommended revisions & 
establish formal facts/findings  

10 mins – Questions/Public Comment 

5 mins – DRB makes motion to “Recommend Approval”, “Recommend Approval with 
Conditions”, or “Recommend Denial” 
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8 Guiding Principles of the City of Bainbridge Island 2016 Comprehensive Plan 

The city's Comprehensive Plan guides the growth and establishes the long-range vision for the 
Island, identifying important characteristics that the community desires to retain, promote, or 
foster. The Comprehensive Plan incorporates goals and policies that guide the community 
toward that vision, including the eight overriding principles of the plan: 

 

Guiding Principle #1 Preserve the special character of the Island, which includes downtown 
Winslow’s small-town atmosphere and function, historic buildings, extensive forested areas, 
meadows, farms, marine views and access, and scenic and winding roads supporting all forms 
of transportation. 

Guiding Principle #2 Manage the water resources of the Island to protect, restore and maintain 
their ecological and hydrological functions and to ensure clean and sufficient groundwater for 
future generations. 

Guiding Principle #3 Foster diversity with a holistic approach to meeting the needs of the Island 
and the human needs of its residents consistent with the stewardship of our finite 
environmental resources. 

Guiding Principle #4 Consider the costs and benefits to Island residents and property owners in 
making land use decisions. 

Guiding Principle #5 The use of land on the Island should be based on the principle that the 
Island’s environmental resources are finite and must be maintained at a sustainable level. 

Guiding Principle #6 Nurture Bainbridge Island as a sustainable community by meeting the 
needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own 
needs. 

Guiding Principle #7 Reduce greenhouse gas emissions and increase the Island’s climate 
resilience. 

Guiding Principle #8 Support the Island’s Guiding Principles and Policies through the City’s 
organizational and operating budget decisions. 
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10 Elements of the Comprehensive Plan 

Taken together, the following Elements balance the Island’s highly held values of environmental 
stewardship with the needs of its people for housing, health, safety, economic opportunity and access to 
goods, services, recreation and cultural amenities. All of these Elements are guided by the eight Guiding 
Principles set forth in the Introduction Chapter of this Comprehensive Plan. These Principles emphasize 
the importance of shaping future growth and redevelopment in a way that retains the Island’s character 
and quality of life that its residents so highly value. 
 
 

The Land Use Element addresses the general location and distribution of land uses within the 
City and, in combination with other Plan Elements, guides the use of land on Bainbridge Island.  
 
The Environment and Water Resources Elements addresses the protection and conservation of 
natural systems including the Island’s sole source aquifer, the quality and quantity of water, 
habitat, vegetation and air.  
 
The Housing Element identifies strategies to increase the diversity of housing types and the 
supply of affordable housing on the Island.  
 
The Economic Element encourages programs and policies to support economic vitality and 
opportunity for Island residents.  
 
The Transportation Element provides mobility and safety for all users while respecting 
neighborhood character and climate resilience.  
 
The Capital Facilities and Utilities Elements address the infrastructure needed to serve the 
planned land uses. 
 
The Cultural Element recognizes the arts and humanities, significantly contributes to the City’s 
identity, sense of place and economy.  
 
The Human Services Element is defined as those services that assist people in meeting the 
essential life needs of food, clothing, shelter and access to health care.  
 

 

 

Full Comprehensive Plan can be found here:  https://www.bainbridgewa.gov/432/Plan-Elements 

https://www.bainbridgewa.gov/432/Plan-Elements
https://www.bainbridgewa.gov/432/Plan-Elements
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