
ENVIRONMENTAL TECHNICAL  
ADVISORY COMMITTEE  

REGULAR MEETING 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2018 

3:00 PM – 5:00 PM  
COUNCIL CONFERENCE ROOM 
280 MADISON AVENUE NORTH  

BAINBRIDGE ISLAND, WA  98110 
 

For special accommodations, please contact Roz Lassoff, 
206-780-8624 or at rlassoff@bainbridgewa.gov 

 

 

 
AGENDA 

 

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL / ACCEPT OR MODIFY AGENDA / CONFLICT OF 
INTEREST 
DISCLOSURE     
3:00 PM    

MEMBERS:   JASON FLOWERS   JUAN ROVALO   
  DYLAN FRAZER   STEVE SAEPOFF 
  MELANIE KENNAN CASEY SCHMIDT 

   CHARLIE KRATZER KARL SHEARER 
  
 COUNCIL LIAISON: RASHAM NASSAR  
 
      COBI STAFF:  ROBBIE SEPLER, DEPUTY CITY ATTORNEY 

        
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 20, 2018 (5 MIN) 

COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT – RASHAM NASSAR (5 MIN) 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT (OPMA) AND PUBLIC RECORDS ACT (PRA) – 
ROBBIE SEPLER, DEPUTY CITY ATTORNEY (30 MIN) 

ETAC MEMBERSHIP STATUS OF STEVE SAEPOFF – ALL (10 MIN) 

STATUS OF GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN – ALL (60 MIN) 

PUBLIC COMMENT (10 MIN) 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
5:00 PM 

mailto:rlassoff@bainbridgewa.gov


Environmental Technical Advisory Committee 
 THURSDAY, JUNE 21, 2018 

MAP ROOM 
280 MADISON AVENUE NORTH  
Bainbridge Island, WA  98110 

 
  

 
MINUTES 

 
The meeting was called to order at 3:07 pm. 

- A new chair was elected. All present voted in favor of appointing Charlie Kratzer chair of ETAC 
for a term of one year. 

 
- It is the understanding of the committee that no final vote was taken on the “finalized” 

Groundwater Management Plan (GWMP) in an open public meeting. Therefore, the report will 
not be sent to the council until further revisions are made (as discussed in the June 21, 2018 
ETAC meeting) and a final vote about sending the GWMP to the council will occur at a future 
ETAC meeting.  

 

- In the council liaison report, Rasham Nassar discussed the state of the moratorium and 
indicated the council’s strong interest in the GWMP. Funding for the GWMP was discussed. 

 

- Joe Levan (COBI attorney) talked in detail about OPMA and conflict of interest. A training on 
OPMA will be scheduled in the near future.  

 

- The committee discussed specific work protocols for collaborating on documents that is 
consistent with the OPMA. 

 

- Olivia Sontag (COBI Planner) discussed the Robins habitat management plan and her desire for 
ETAC to review the novel methodology within the shared document. 

 

- The GWMP discussion was moved to the next meeting. 
  

- There was a discussion by the committee to clearly indicate the work of outside advisors, and 
to provide background on said advisors when they contribute to the work of ETAC. 

 

- The possibility of creating webpages for ETAC members was discussed to inform the public of 
our expertise.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 5:05 pm. 
               
        Charlie Kratzer, Chair             10/18/18 
 
 



 

Environmental technical advisory committee 

Memorandum 

 

Subject: groundwater management plan 

Groundwater is the sole source of drinking water on 
Bainbridge Island. The increased demands for groundwater resulting from 
population growth and the anticipated effects of climate change have 
created concern about the sustainability of the island’s aquifers as well as 
the potential for saltwater intrusion. ETAC was asked by the City Council to 
analyze the possible need for the development of a Groundwater 
Management Plan (GWMP). In addition, the City Council requested ETAC to 
recommend a scope and level-of-effort (e.g., budget, staffing needs) for the 
development of such a GWMP. To complete our assessment ETAC reviewed the 
available information on the aquifers, aquifer modeling efforts, well 
hydrographs, and groundwater quality information. ETAC has summarized 
that information in their report.  

• ETAC has worked on this report for about a year. Most of the report has 
been agreed upon by ETAC members, except for parts of Appendix B “Aquifer 
water balance and budget issues” and Appendix C “Water level measurements 
for some BI wells”. Some of the previously agreed-upon changes in these 
appendices were not made. 
 

• The City Council is currently in budgetary discussions and the development 
of a GWMP should be presented to them during this process. ETAC still 
needs to add some information to the report on the scope and level-of-
effort required for the development of a GWMP. The Vashon Island GWMP is 
probably the most applicable to COBI. Their estimates were a total of about 
$500,000 for developing the GWMP and $200,000 per year for the ongoing 
groundwater monitoring program. 
 

• ETAC needs to reach consensus on language for Appendices B and C at this 
meeting. If some agreement can also be reached on scope and level-of-effort 
that would be great. If not, we should at least schedule a special meeting 
for early November to vote on the report with or without the scope and 
level-of-effort. Thus, we can send the voted-on report to the City Council 
and continue discussions on the scope and level-of-effort, if necessary. 
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