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1. The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm. Present were Mike Scott, Val 
Tollefson, Sarah Blossom, Doug Schultz, Chief Matt Hamner, Officer Carla Sias, 
members of the public, and representatives of the Bainbridge Island School 
District. 

2. Public Comment: 
a. Reserved for discussion below.  

3. Police Chief’s Report: 
a. Chief Hamner presented the 2017 Complaint/Performance Review – 

Quarter 1. A copy is attached. 
4. BIPD and School/Student Relations 

a. Chief Hamner introduced the topic. Two or three years ago he 
approached the schools about possibly having a School Relations 
Officer (“SRO”) in the schools. The BIPD applied for a grant for an SRO 
program, but was not awarded a grant. The BIPD, in consultation with 
the City Manager and school officials, decided instead to proceed with 
a Community Relations Officer (“CRO”) program. BIPD’s CRO works 
with all facets of the community—neighborhood watch groups; Cub 
Scouts; after school programs; and many others. The CRO program 
has been working very well. Officer Carla Sias was selected for the 
position. She has been involved with a variety of efforts, such as 
National Night Out, Helpline House, and many others. Her primary 
objective is to build trust in the community. 

b. Officer Sias reported that she has been with the BIPD for 17 years, and 
has been the CRO for two years. She has been experimenting to see 
what works best. She visits KiddieMu and the Boys and Girls Club 
every week to build relationships, and so her visits are not seen as a 
sign of trouble. Officer Sias has also been involved in many community 
events. One of her current objectives is to find a program that would 
work well for the middle school.  

c. BISD Board Member Mev Hoberg reported that the CRO is working 
well from her perspective. She feels we are fortunate to have 
partnership relationship between the BIPD and the BISD through the 
CRO. The BIPD has been very responsive, and supports the needs of 
students and families. Ms. Hoberg said she is very appreciative of CRO 
role, and the very collaborative approach it has involved.  The CRO’s 
focus on alcohol and marijuana abuse in the community has been 
valuable.  

d. Lynn Smith, another BISD board member, also praised the CRO 
program. 

e. Erin Jennings, BISD Community Relations Coordinator, informed us 
that the police are sometimes involved in discipline issues, but that 
officers confer first with the administration. Neither the School 
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District nor the Police Department has any interest in criminalizing 
student behavior. 

f. Cindy Anderson also praised the CRO, and said that her sons still talk 
fondly about Carla.  

g. Another member of the public commented that Carla tries to tap into 
resources, and bring people together. 

h. Another example of BIPD – School interactions is that the Chief speaks 
annually to the American Studies classes at the high school about 
constitutional issues, with a focus on use of force.  

i. Andy Rovelstad raised his concern about schoolboys’ infatuation with 
weapons when a police officer is present, and asked whether it was 
necessary that officers wear guns in the schools.  Chief Hamner and 
Officer Sias explained the reasons why officers always wear their 
weapons, including when on duty in the schools. 

j. City Manager Doug Schulz reported that the CRO program has worked 
very well from his perspective. 

5. The Next Public Safety Committee meeting will be August 17, 2017. 
6. Good of the Order. 
7. The meeting was adjourned at 6:55 pm.  
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