
Mike Scott 
Bainbridge Island City Council 
Public Safety Committee Meeting Notes 
Date February 16, 2017 
 
 

1. The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm. Present were Mike Scott, Val 
Tollefson, Sarah Blossom, Doug Schultz, Officer Jeff Benkert, Sargent Trevor 
Ziemba, Chief Matt Hamner, Officer Gary Koon, and Cindy Anderson 

2. Public Comment: Cindy Anderson stated that she is very happy with the 
current operations of our Police Department. 

3. Police Chief’s Report: 
a. Outline of Monthly Citizen Survey Criteria – see attached 
b. Customer Surveys for 2016 – see attached 

i. when get “low or very low” response, the Department follows 
up if possible – to rectify or learn lessons 

c. Performance measures for Four !uarters of 2016 – see attached 
d. 2016 Complaint Review – see attached 
e. 2016 Use of Force/Pursuit Review – see attached 

i. There was only one incident that led to injury (pain), and it 
was not very serious 

ii. Use of force: includes holding to car (no tools, taser, or 
anything. The BIPD uses a conservative definition of “use of 
force.” In the BIPD, if move someone where they didn’t want to 
move it is considered a use of force. 

iii. In both incidents involving African-American juveniles the 
BIPD was called in; BIPD was not on patrol and did not search 
out.  

iv. Percent of incidents involving use force extremely low: .035% 
f. 2016 Biased Biased Policing Analysis – see attached 
g. All these reports new—part of implementing policies and procedures 

to meet accreditation standards. 
h. Personnel Complaints Policy – see attached 

4. Use of Force 
a. Use of force has been an item of concern nationwide 
b. The State of Washington is considering new standards for unlawful 

use of force— see Seattle Times Editorial, attached. Growing support 
for removing requirement of malice. Good faith would be standard. 

c. Policy 300 – Use of Force (Lexipol standard policy) – see attached 
i. Use of Force Form – see attached 

1. Much improved from previous version 
ii. Body cameras are voluntary in the BIPD – insurance 

recommends not using. We need adjustment to public records 
laws to make use of police body cameras more feasible and 
common. A majority of BIPD officers wear cameras, but save 
activation for high risk incidents. All recordings are saved as 
required by public records act. 

iii. Use of force flow chart – see attached 
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1. Deadly use of force by the BIPD is always investigated 
by outside departments to ensure objectivity through 
peer review 

d. Mayor Tollefson asked about training for use of force.  The officers 
reported they engage in yearly training. Situational scenarios, ranging 
from de-escalation through time-pressure decisions, including deadly 
use of force. Also review the law relating to use of force. Record 
training on cameras and then debrief. Also do external training with 
other departments.  

e. Need to avoid rush to judgment on use of force. Need to wait until all 
the facts come out. 

5. 2017 Public Safety Committee meeting dates and topics: The Committee will 
meet on the third Thursday of the second month of every quarter (May 18, 
August 17, November 16) from 6:00 – 7:00 pm. 

a. Possible topics for discussion this year: internal investigations; how 
complaints are handled; accreditation 

6. Good of the Order 
7. The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 pm.  



Public Safety Committee 
Thursday, February 16, 2017 

 5:30 PM 
City Hall 

Council Conference Room  
280 Madison Avenue North 

Bainbridge Island, WA  98110 
 

 

For special accommodations, please contact Roz Lassoff,  
206-780-8624 or at rlassoff@bainbridgewa.gov 

 

 

 
 

AGENDA 
 

Members:   Michael Scott, Chair City Manager Schulze 
 Mayor Tollefson  Police Chief Hamner 
 Sarah Blossom 
    

1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL / ACCEPT OR MODIFY AGENDA / 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST DISCLOSURE 
5:30 PM 
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT (5 MIN) 
 

3. POLICE CHIEF REPORT 
 

4. POLICE USE OF FORCE 
 

5. MEETING DATES AND TOPICS FOR THE REMAINING THREE QUARTERS OF 
2017 

 

6. FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 
 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

mailto:rlassoff@bainbridgewa.gov
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